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1 Corinthians 12:7-11 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by 
the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another 
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working 
of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of 
tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.  
 
The gifts of revelation 
1. Word of wisdom 
2. Word of knowledge  
3. Discerning of spirits 
 
1. Word of wisdom 

• The first thing that we need to understand is that this gift is the gift of word of wisdom and 
not the gift of wisdom. 

• The operation of this gift is manifested by a word, which is directly inspired by the Holy 
Spirit that sees into the present and future of things that will come to pass and gives 
guidance or direction to an individual.   

• This gift usually operates during a time of counseling during a special need or situation.  
• Wisdom and knowledge depend upon each other.  

 
Proverbs 8:12, 22-31 
12I wisdom dwell with prudence and find out knowledge of witty inventions. 22The Lord possessed 
me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 23I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was. 24When there were no depths, I was brought forth; When there 
were no fountains abounding with water. 25Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was, 
I brought forth: 26While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the 
dust of the world. 27When he prepared the heavens, I was there: When he set a compass upon the 
face of the depth: 28When he established the clouds above: When he strengthened the fountains of 
the deep: 29When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his 
commandment: When he appointed the foundations of the earth: 30 Then I was by him, as one 
brought up with him: And I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; 31Rejoicing in the 
habitable part of his earth; And my delights were with the sons of men. 
 
Ecclesiastes 10:10 
If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is 
profitable to direct. 



This gift operating in Jesus’ ministry  
Luke 5:4-10 
4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your 
nets for a draught. 5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and 
have taken nothing: nevertheless, at thy word I will let down the net. 6 And when they had this 
done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. 7 And they beckoned unto their 
partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and 
filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 9 For he was astonished, and all that 
were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: 10 And so was also James, and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; 
from henceforth thou shalt catch men.  

 
2. Word of knowledge 

• This is the gift of word of knowledge and not the gift of knowledge.  
• The operation of this gift gives specific information about the past or present of a person or 

a situation, which is revealed directly by the Holy Spirit.   
• This gift is not suspicion or guesswork. This gift deals with facts present or past. 
• This gift usually operates when ministering healing or liberation to a person. 
• We need to understand that this is not a gift of psychic ability. 
• Psychic phenomena is a satanic counterfeit of the genuine gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
• Christians are to avoid all occult activity.  
• The gift of word of knowledge is information which the believer has no personal knowledge 

of which is imparted by the Holy Spirit. 
• God does not impart His complete knowledge to a person, because we are not capable to 

handle such knowledge.  
 

The operation of this gift 
John 1:47-49 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile! 48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 49 Nathanael 
answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 
 
In the ministry of Jesus 
John 4:16-19 
16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17 The woman answered and said, I 
have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: 18 For thou hast 
had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 19 The 
woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 
 
In the First Century Church 
Acts 5:1-11 
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2 And kept back part 
of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. 3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to 



keep back part of the price of the land? 4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was 
sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto God. 5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the 
ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things. 6 And the young men arose, wound 
him up, and carried him out, and buried him. 7 And it was about the space of three hours after, 
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me 
whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. 9 Then Peter said unto her, 
How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them 
which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. 10 Then fell she down 
straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, 
and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband. 11 And great fear came upon all the church, and 
upon as many as heard these things. 

 
3. Discerning of spirits 

• The operation of this gift lets you know which spirit is being manifested in a specific time and 
place. 

• This gift is sometimes mistakenly identified as the gift of discernment. 
• It is the gift of discernment of spirits.  
• The word discern means to recognize and distinguish between.    
• We should know that there are four types of spirits that can manifest:  

 
Four types of spirits  
1. Holy Spirit  
2. Holy angels 
3. Fallen angels (demons) 
4. Human spirits (attitudes) 
 
We must exorcise this gifts 
1 John 4:1 
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. 
 
Discerning the Holy Spirit 
John 1:32 
And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
upon him. 
 
Discerning angelic presence 
Luke 22:41-43 
41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 
42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless, not my will, but thine, 
be done. 43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. 
 
 

  


